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Lord Beaverbrook, British Minister of Aircraft Supplies, says
a 62 percent speed-up in Britain's aircraft production since
May 11 has enabled her to replace all plane losses to date.
JUNE 8
The fourth day of the German offensive on the Somme is
decisive. The French have to withdraw along the entire western
portion of their line, and at some points in the center. The left
wing is penetrated by 200 to 300 tanks that cross the Bresle
River and reach Forges-les-Eaux, midway between the Bresle
and the Seine, only 20 miles from Rouen and 58 miles from
Paris. The French center has fallen back 15 to 20 miles along
a 6o-mile front south of the Somme. The Germans throw in
fresh divisions. No fresh French troops are available.
The German success in the Battle of the Somme further en-
courages Italian interventionists and whets the country's appe-
tite for a share in the prospective booty. Some anxiety is
shown about future American policy toward the war, but the
prevalent newspaper opinion is that even if the United States
should decide to intervene it will do so too late.
Sir Samuel Hoare, new British Ambassador to Spain, pre-
sents his credentials at Madrid, and says he finds much in
common between Britain and Spain. General Franco replies
that he appreciates the choice of Sir Samuel as Ambassador,
for he showed a friendly and understanding attitude during
National Spain's critical period. Street crowds exploit the
occasion to shout "Gibraltar is Spanish!"
A spokesman of the Allied Purchasing Commission in the